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DESCRIPTION

Over the last four decades, the Iranian regime has built a network of armed groups on Israel’s borders to create instability and 
foment terrorism. Hamas, Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad, and a mosaic of other terrorist organizations receive funding, training, and 
weapons from Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps – Quds Force (IRGC-QF). FDD’s Long War Journal has monitored the 
buildup of Iran-backed terrorist organizations on key fronts: Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon, and Syria. Israel has worked to 
limit the growth of these terrorist organizations, but they remain a significant threat on multiple fronts.  
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Terrorist organizations highlighted in the visual are active, 
possess military capabilities to attack Israel and have 
acknowledged receiving support from Iran or are closely 
affiliated with armed groups who do. Palestinian organizations 
who operate under the Hamas-led Joint Operations Room are 
included due to their close affiliation with factions who receive 
support from Iran.

The visual identifies the terror groups’ areas of operation 
based on information primarily published by terrorist 
organizations. While most of the armed groups have 
maintained a presence in their respective territories for 
many years – decades in some cases – nascent terrorist 
organizations, such as the West Bank branches of Islamic 
Jihad and the Nablus-based Lions’ Den, are in the process 
of expanding the territory from which they operate from. 

Likewise, long-established organizations sometimes seek 
to open new fronts, as in the case of Hamas’ spread into 
southern Lebanon.  

Some data — particularly funding levels, number of 
active members, arsenal contents and the identity of key 
leaders — are not available in open sources. These data 
points are noted as “undisclosed” or an estimate is given, 
often based on public statements of government officials 
— some anonymous — who have access to intelligence. 
In some instances, if FDD’s Long War Journal cannot 
locate reliable open-source data identifying a commander 
or secretary-general, “key leaders” is listed as “former 
leaders.” Furthermore, some organizations have established 
external headquarters, which are indicated in the "Area of 
Operation" segment of the profiles.
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METHODOLOGY

This visual draws on open-source information, such as data released 

by government agencies, English and Arabic-language news reports, 

and social media accounts operated by terrorist organizations. 
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Connection to other Militias

Member of the Palestinian 
Joint Operations Room

Connection to other Militias

Member of the Palestinian 
Joint Operations Room, 
coordinates attacks with 
other Palestinian terror 
organizations

Funding

Undisclosed

Funding

Undisclosed

Weapons

Light arms, mortars, 
shoulder-fired anti-
aircraft missiles, and 
short-range rockets 

Weapons

Light arms, mortars and 
short-range rockets

Areas of Operation

 � Gaza

Areas of Operation

 � Gaza

 � West Bank

 � Lebanon

Abd Al-Qadir Al-Husseini Brigades 
 Founded: 2012

 U.S. Designated Foreign Terrorist Organization: No

Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades 
 Founded: 2000

 U.S. Designated Foreign Terrorist Organization: Yes

Key Leader
Abu Suhaib Zaqout 
Secretary-General

Key Leader
Salem Thabet 
Gaza commander

http://terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
http://terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/irans-islamist-proxies
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/app/uploads/2022/10/E_158_22.pdf
https://t.me/Husfjl/1043
https://t.me/Husfjl/1043
https://t.me/Husfjl/1043
https://t.me/Husfjl/1043
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/ftos/aamb_fto.html
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/ftos/aamb_fto.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2015/10/gaza-hamas-fatah-brigades-armed-struggle-israel.html
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/al_aqsa_martyrs_brigades_amb_fatah/
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/al_aqsa_martyrs_brigades_amb_fatah/
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/ftos/aamb_fto.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2015/10/gaza-hamas-fatah-brigades-armed-struggle-israel.html
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/app/uploads/2022/10/E_158_22.pdf
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://qudsnet.com/post/513438/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%A8-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A9
https://www.bbc.com/arabic/middleeast-62508834
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Connection to other Militias

Iran-backed groups in 
Iraq and Syria, including 
Lebanese Hezbollah

Connection to other Militias

Iran-backed groups in 
Iraq and Syria, including 
Lebanese Hezbollah

Funding

Undisclosed

Funding

Undisclosed

Weapons

U.S.-made M113 armored 
personnel carriers; 
has access to Iranian-
produced arms as well as 
Soviet-era vehicles, tanks, 
light arms, drones and 
ballistic missiles

Weapons

M1 Abrams tanks and 
MRAP armored vehicles; 
has access to Iranian 
and Soviet-era weapons

Areas of Operation

 � Iraq

 � Syria

Areas of Operation

 � Iraq

 � Syria

Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq
 Founded: 2006

 U.S Designated Foreign Terrorist Organization: Yes 

Badr Organization
 Founded: 1983

 U.S. Designated Foreign Terror Organization: No

Key Leader
Kais al-Khazali

Key Leader
Hadi al-Amiri

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-asaib-ahl-al-haq-0
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-asaib-ahl-al-haq-0
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-asaib-ahl-al-haq-0
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8844/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8844/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8844/text
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-asaib-ahl-al-haq-0
https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/mappingmilitants/profiles/badr-organization-reconstruction-and-development
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Assaib.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Assaib.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Assaib.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Assaib.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Assaib.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Assaib.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Assaib.pdf
https://diyaruna.com/en_GB/articles/cnmi_di/features/2022/05/12/feature-02
https://www.cruz.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/sens-cruz-perdue-rubio-introduce-iranian-proxies-terrorist-sanctions-act
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Badr.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Badr.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Badr.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Badr.pdf
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-asaib-ahl-al-haq-0
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-asaib-ahl-al-haq-0
https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/mappingmilitants/profiles/badr-organization-reconstruction-and-development
https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/mappingmilitants/profiles/badr-organization-reconstruction-and-development
https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/mappingmilitants/profiles/asaib-ahl-al-haq
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/mappingmilitants/profiles/badr-organization-reconstruction-and-development
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/qais-al-khazalis-show-independence
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/shiite-rivalries-could-break-iraqs-deceptive-calm-in-2023/
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Connection to other Militias

Member of the Palestinian 
Joint Operations Room

Connection to other Militias

Hamas leads and works closely 
with members of the Palestinian 
Joint Operations Room (a 
grouping of approximately 
a dozen Palestinian terrorist 
factions), receives support from 
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps and coordinates attacks on 
Israel with Lebanese Hezbollah

Funding

Undisclosed 

Funding

Iran funds Hamas  
with approximately 
$100 million per year. 
Qatar funds the Gaza 
Strip and Hamas with 
$120 million per year

Weapons

Light arms, mortars and 
short-range rockets 

Weapons

Light arms, mortars, 
anti-tank guided 
missiles, shoulder-fired 
anti-aircraft missiles, 
drones, short and long-
range unguided rockets

Areas of Operation

 � Gaza

 � West Bank

 � Lebanon

 � Syria

 � Headquarters: Syria

Areas of Operation

 � Gaza

 � West Bank

 � Lebanon

 � Headquarters: 
Turkey and Qatar

Democratic Front for the  
Liberation of Palestine
 Founded: 1968

 U.S. Designated Foreign Terrorist Organization: No

Hamas
 Founded: 1987

 U.S. Designated Foreign Terrorist Organization: Yes

Key Leader
Nayef Hawatmeh 
Secretary-General

Key Leaders
Yahya Sinwar 
Gaza commander

Ismail Haniyeh 
Political leader 
outside Gaza

https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/09/13/iran-hezbollah-hamas-israel-beirut-lebanon-intelligence-sharing-center/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/09/13/iran-hezbollah-hamas-israel-beirut-lebanon-intelligence-sharing-center/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/09/13/iran-hezbollah-hamas-israel-beirut-lebanon-intelligence-sharing-center/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/irans-islamist-proxies
https://www.timesofisrael.com/gallant-iran-gives-hezbollah-700m-a-year-is-driving-force-of-current-escalation/
https://www.inss.org.il/publication/qatar-egypt/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/01/the-dflp-and-the-resistance-brigades-promote-militant-activity-on-telegram.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/01/the-dflp-and-the-resistance-brigades-promote-militant-activity-on-telegram.php
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-57092245
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-57092245
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-57092245
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-57092245
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-57092245
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-57092245
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/01/the-dflp-and-the-resistance-brigades-promote-militant-activity-on-telegram.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/01/the-dflp-and-the-resistance-brigades-promote-militant-activity-on-telegram.php
https://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6ad7220.html
https://merip.org/1985/07/palestinians-in-damascus/
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/ftos/hamas_fto.html
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/ftos/hamas_fto.html
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/ftos/hamas_fto.html
https://jcpa.org/article/hamas-istanbul-headquarters-has-directed-hundreds-of-terror-attacks-against-israelis-and-laundered-millions-of-dollars/
https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/2111556/haniyeh-settles-qatar-has-no-plans-return-gaza
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/democratic-front-for-the-liberation-of-palestine-1.263110
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R41514
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/nayef_hawatmeh/
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/yahya_sinwar/
https://hamas.ps/en/leader/177/Ismail-Haniyeh
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Connection to other Militias

Iran-backed groups in Iraq, 
Syria and Lebanese Hezbollah

Connection to other Militias

Takes orders from Tehran, 
coordinates with Palestinian 
armed groups and the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps, 
including Houthis in Yemen

Funding

Undisclosed

Funding

$700 million per year is 
sent to Hezbollah from 
Iran. Hezbollah also 
receives hundreds of 
millions of dollars in funds 
from illegal businesses, 
criminal enterprises and 
donations

Weapons

U.S.-made vehicles such 
as MRAPs, HUMVEEs, and 
M113 armored personnel 
carriers in Iraq; has access 
to Iranian and Soviet-era 
weapons and vehicles, 
drones and ballistic missiles

Weapons

Light arms, mortars, short 
and long-range unguided 
and precision guided 
rockets, anti-tank guided 
missiles, sophisticated anti-
aircraft systems, drones 
and anti-ship missiles

Areas of Operation

 � Iraq

 � Syria

Areas of Operation

 � Lebanon

 � Syria

 � Africa

Harakat Hezbollah al-Nujaba’
 Founded: 2013

 U.S. Designated Foreign Terrorist Organizations: Yes

Hezbollah 
 Founded: 1982

 U.S. Designated Foreign Terrorist Organization: Yes

Key Leader
Akram al-Kaabi

Key Leader
Hassan Nasrallah 
Secretary-General

https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-pro-iranian-militias-in-iraq-the-current-situation/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-pro-iranian-militias-in-iraq-the-current-situation/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/09/13/iran-hezbollah-hamas-israel-beirut-lebanon-intelligence-sharing-center/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/09/13/iran-hezbollah-hamas-israel-beirut-lebanon-intelligence-sharing-center/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/09/13/iran-hezbollah-hamas-israel-beirut-lebanon-intelligence-sharing-center/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/iranian-and-houthi-war-against-saudi-arabia
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA18/20180926/108719/HHRG-115-FA18-Wstate-PregentM-20180926.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2023/04/20/israel-sees-future-multi-front-conflicts/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2021/07/14/hezbollahs-money-laundering-drug-trafficking/
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/HarakatNujaba.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/HarakatNujaba.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/HarakatNujaba.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/HarakatNujaba.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/HarakatNujaba.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/HarakatNujaba.pdf
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-pro-iranian-militias-in-iraq-the-current-situation/
https://www.cruz.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/sens-cruz-perdue-rubio-introduce-iranian-proxies-terrorist-sanctions-act
https://missilethreat.csis.org/country/hezbollahs-rocket-arsenal/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/country/hezbollahs-rocket-arsenal/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/country/hezbollahs-rocket-arsenal/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/country/hezbollahs-rocket-arsenal/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/country/hezbollahs-rocket-arsenal/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/country/hezbollahs-rocket-arsenal/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/country/hezbollahs-rocket-arsenal/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-pro-iranian-militias-in-iraq-the-current-situation/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-pro-iranian-militias-in-iraq-the-current-situation/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/lebanon-the-shiite-dimension
https://www.understandingwar.org/report/hezbollah-syria
https://www.state.gov/tenth-meeting-of-the-law-enforcement-coordination-group-focuses-on-countering-hizballah-in-africa/
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/HarakatNujaba.pdf
https://2017-2021.state.gov/state-department-terrorist-designation-of-harakat-al-nujaba-han-and-akram-abbas-al-kabi/
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/groups/hizballah.html
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/HarakatNujaba.pdf
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/hassan-nasrallah
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Connection to other Militias

A member of the Palestinian 
Joint Operations Room, 
receives support and 
coordinates with Lebanese 
Hezbollah and the IRGC-QF

Connection to other Militias

Established Liwa Fatemiyoun 
and Zeynabiyoun. Directs 
and supports an array 
of militias in Syria, Iraq, 
including Hezbollah and 
Palestinian armed groups 
belonging to the Palestinian 
Joint Operations Room

Funding

Tens of millions  
of dollars

Funding

$6 billion (2019)

Weapons

Light arms, mortars, 
anti-tank guided 
missiles, drones, 
shoulder-fired anti-
aircraft missiles, 
short and long-range 
unguided rockets

Weapons

Conventional weapons, 
including ballistic 
missiles

Areas of Operation

 � Gaza

 � West Bank

 � Syria

 � Headquarters: 
Lebanon

Areas of Operation

 � Worldwide

 � Lebanon

 � Iraq

 � Syria

Islamic Jihad
 Founded: 1981

 U.S. Designated Foreign Terrorist Organization: Yes

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps  
– Quds Force
 Founded: 1990

 U.S. Designated Terrorist Organization: Yes

Key Leader
Ziyad Nakhalah 
Secretary-General

Key Leader
Esmail Qaani 
Commander 

https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2022/08/07/palestinian-islamic-jihad-pij-is-an-iran-supported-terror-organization/
https://www.mei.edu/sites/default/files/2018-11/PP11_Schneider.pdf
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/middle-east/iran-eastern-states/1677496202-analysis-tehran-is-switching-fronts-in-its-fight-against-the-west
https://www.state.gov/reports/country-reports-on-terrorism-2021/
https://www.state.gov/reports/country-reports-on-terrorism-2021/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.jns.org/israeli-defense-minister-welcomes-cypriot-counterpart-for-official-visit/
https://www.jns.org/israeli-defense-minister-welcomes-cypriot-counterpart-for-official-visit/
https://www.dia.mil/Portals/110/Images/News/Military_Powers_Publications/Iran_Military_Power_LR.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2022/08/07/assessing-palestinian-islamic-jihads-military-capabilities-after-the-august-2022-conflict/
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2022/08/07/assessing-palestinian-islamic-jihads-military-capabilities-after-the-august-2022-conflict/
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2022/08/07/assessing-palestinian-islamic-jihads-military-capabilities-after-the-august-2022-conflict/
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2022/08/07/assessing-palestinian-islamic-jihads-military-capabilities-after-the-august-2022-conflict/
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2022/08/07/assessing-palestinian-islamic-jihads-military-capabilities-after-the-august-2022-conflict/
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2022/08/07/assessing-palestinian-islamic-jihads-military-capabilities-after-the-august-2022-conflict/
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2022/08/07/assessing-palestinian-islamic-jihads-military-capabilities-after-the-august-2022-conflict/
https://www.dia.mil/Portals/110/Images/News/Military_Powers_Publications/Iran_Military_Power_LR.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-military-operations-business-empire-2023-01-19/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-military-operations-business-empire-2023-01-19/
https://www.ajc.org/news/five-things-to-know-about-palestinian-islamic-jihad-and-escalation-in-gaza
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/palestinian-islamic-jihad
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/palestinian-islamic-jihad
https://www.jpost.com/arab-israeli-conflict/ziyad-al-nakhalah-the-palestinian-hassan-nasrallah-607752
https://www.dia.mil/Portals/110/Images/News/Military_Powers_Publications/Iran_Military_Power_LR.pdf
https://www.dia.mil/Portals/110/Images/News/Military_Powers_Publications/Iran_Military_Power_LR.pdf
https://www.dia.mil/Portals/110/Images/News/Military_Powers_Publications/Iran_Military_Power_LR.pdf
https://www.dia.mil/Portals/110/Images/News/Military_Powers_Publications/Iran_Military_Power_LR.pdf
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/palestinian_islamic_jihad/
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/after-soleimani-whats-next-irans-quds-force/
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://www.counterextremism.com/extremists/ziad-al-nakhalah
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-51008996
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$

$

Connection to Other Militias

Coordination with other 
Iran-backed groups in Iraq 
such as Asaib Ahl al-Haq, 
Badr and others

Connection to other Militias

Coordinates with Hamas, 
PFLP, DFLP, al-Aqsa Martyrs 
Brigades and Islamic Jihad

Funding

Undisclosed

Funding

Receives undisclosed 
amount of funds  
from Hamas

Weapons

U.S.-made vehicles such 
as MRAPs, HUMVEEs, and 
M113 armored personnel 
carriers in Iraq; has access 
to Iranian and Soviet-era 
weapons, vehicles, drones 
and ballistic missiles

Weapons

Undisclosed, likely 
possesses small arms 
and IEDs

Areas of Operation

 � Iraq

 � Syria

Areas of Operation

 � West Bank

Kataib Hezbollah
 Founded: 2003

 U.S. Designated Terrorist Organizations: Yes

Lions’ Den
 Founded: 2022

 U.S. Designated Terrorist Organization: No

Key Leader
Ahmad al-Hamidawi 
Secretary-General 
(Under Dispute)

Key Leader
Wadi al-Houh 
Former leader

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-kataib-hezbollah
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-kataib-hezbollah
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-kataib-hezbollah
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-kataib-hezbollah
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/lions-den/
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/lions-den/
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/lions-den/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/kataib-hezbollah-a-dominant-iraqi-pro-iranian-militia/
https://www.jns.org/opinion/the-lions-den-terrorist-group-raises-its-head-again/
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Katib_Hezbollah.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Katib_Hezbollah.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Katib_Hezbollah.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Katib_Hezbollah.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Katib_Hezbollah.pdf
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Katib_Hezbollah.pdf
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/drones-kataib-hezbollahs-jazira-command
https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2021/feb/03/irans-missiles-transfers-proxies
https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/mappingmilitants/profiles/kataib-hezbollah
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/kataib-hezbollah-a-dominant-iraqi-pro-iranian-militia/
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/lions-den/
https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Katib_Hezbollah.pdf
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://jcpa.org/the-lions-den-terrorist-group-has-raised-its-head-again/
https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/mappingmilitants/profiles/kataib-hezbollah
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/profile-kataib-hezbollah
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/two-palestinians-killed-during-shootout-with-israeli-forces-palestinians-say-2022-10-24/
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$

$

Connection to other Militias

Maintains a close 
relationship with pro-Syrian 
armed groups, and the IRGC

Connection to other Militias

Maintains a close 
relationship with pro-Syrian 
armed groups, established 
by the IRGC in 2013

Funding

Undisclosed

Funding

Undisclosed

Weapons

Light arms, mortars and 
short-range rockets

Weapons

Light arms, mortars and 
short-range rockets

Areas of Operation

 � Syria

Areas of Operation

 � Syria

Liwa Al-Quds
 Founded: 2011

 U.S. Designated Foreign Terrorist Organization: No

Liwa Fatemiyoun
 Founded: 2013

  U.S. Designated Foreign Terrorist Organization:  
No, though listed on Specially Designated Nationals  
and Blocked Persons list

Key Leader
Muhammed al-Saeed 
Commander

Key Leader
Ali Reza Tavasoli 
Former leader

https://militiasdb.sowi.uni-mannheim.de/militias-public/pgag/533/
https://militiasdb.sowi.uni-mannheim.de/militias-public/pgag/533/
https://militiasdb.sowi.uni-mannheim.de/militias-public/pgag/533/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/05/iranian-founded-afghan-shia-militia-celebrates-7th-anniversary-in-aleppo.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/05/iranian-founded-afghan-shia-militia-celebrates-7th-anniversary-in-aleppo.php
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/irans-islamist-proxies
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/irans-islamist-proxies
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2016/10/russian-influence-evident-in-palestinian-militia-in-syria.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2016/10/russian-influence-evident-in-palestinian-militia-in-syria.php
https://www.mei.edu/sites/default/files/2018-11/PP11_Schneider.pdf
https://www.mei.edu/sites/default/files/2018-11/PP11_Schneider.pdf
https://militias-guidebook.com/pgag/533/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/what-is-the-fatemiyoun-brigade-and-why-does-it-make-the-taliban-nervous/
https://hlp.syria-report.com/hlp/neirab-camp-liwa-al-quds-seizes-properties-of-pro-opposition-palestinians/
https://hlp.syria-report.com/hlp/neirab-camp-liwa-al-quds-seizes-properties-of-pro-opposition-palestinians/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/05/iranian-founded-afghan-shia-militia-celebrates-7th-anniversary-in-aleppo.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/05/iranian-founded-afghan-shia-militia-celebrates-7th-anniversary-in-aleppo.php
https://www.treasury.gov/ofac/downloads/sdnlist.txt
https://www.treasury.gov/ofac/downloads/sdnlist.txt
https://sana.sy/en/?p=221063
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/syriasource/shia-afghan-fighters-in-syria/
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$

$

Connection to other Militias

Maintains a close 
relationship with pro-Syrian 
armed groups, Russia and 
the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps-QF

Connection to other Militias

Member of the Palestinian 
Joint Operations Room

Funding

Undisclosed

Funding

Undisclosed

Weapons

Light arms, mortars and 
short-range rockets

Weapons

Light arms, mortars, 
shoulder-fired anti-
aircraft missiles and 
short-range rockets

Areas of Operation

 � Syria

Areas of Operation

 � Gaza

 � West Bank

Liwa Zeynabiyoun
 Founded: 2014

  U.S. Designated Terrorist Organization:  
No, though listed on Specially Designated Nationals  
and Blocked Persons list

Palestinian Mujahideen Movement
 Founded: 2000

  U.S. Designated Foreign Terrorist Organization:  
No, though listed on Specially Designated Nationals  
and Blocked Persons list

Key Leader
Muhammed Jannati 
Former commander

Key Leader
As’ad Abu Sha’ria 
Secretary-General

https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2019/02/irgc-led-afghan-pakistani-militias-criticize-us-terror-designation-stop-short-of-direct-threats.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2019/02/irgc-led-afghan-pakistani-militias-criticize-us-terror-designation-stop-short-of-direct-threats.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2019/02/irgc-led-afghan-pakistani-militias-criticize-us-terror-designation-stop-short-of-direct-threats.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2019/02/irgc-led-afghan-pakistani-militias-criticize-us-terror-designation-stop-short-of-direct-threats.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2019/02/irgc-led-afghan-pakistani-militias-criticize-us-terror-designation-stop-short-of-direct-threats.php
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/irans-islamist-proxies
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/irans-islamist-proxies
https://euphratespost.net/%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AB%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AA/
https://euphratespost.net/%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AB%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AA/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/02/gaza-based-militant-group-mujahideen-brigades-publish-series-the-beating-heart-of-a-nation.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/02/gaza-based-militant-group-mujahideen-brigades-publish-series-the-beating-heart-of-a-nation.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/02/gaza-based-militant-group-mujahideen-brigades-publish-series-the-beating-heart-of-a-nation.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/02/gaza-based-militant-group-mujahideen-brigades-publish-series-the-beating-heart-of-a-nation.php
https://jihadintel.meforum.org/group/184/liwa-zainebiyoun
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2020/02/gaza-based-militant-group-mujahideen-brigades-publish-series-the-beating-heart-of-a-nation.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2023/02/gaza-based-militant-group-formally-acknowledges-presence-in-the-west-bank.php
https://english.alarabiya.net/views/news/middle-east/2018/09/20/For-Greater-Iran-Afghan-Pakistani-fighters-give-their-lives-in-Syria
https://www.treasury.gov/ofac/downloads/sdnlist.txt
https://www.treasury.gov/ofac/downloads/sdnlist.txt
https://alkhanadeq.com/post.php?id=2349
https://www.treasury.gov/ofac/downloads/sdnlist.txt
https://www.treasury.gov/ofac/downloads/sdnlist.txt
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19448953.2022.2143864
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/mujahideen-brigades/
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Connection to other Militias

Member of the Palestinian 
Joint Operations Room, 
receives support from Iran

Connection to other Militias

Member of the Palestinian 
Joint Operations Room, 
supported by Iran

Funding

Undisclosed

Funding

Millions of dollars  
per year (estimate) 

Weapons

Light arms, mortars and 
short-range rockets

Weapons

Light arms, mortars and 
short-range rockets

Areas of Operation

 � Gaza

 � West Bank

 � Lebanon

 � Headquarters: Syria

Areas of Operation

 � Gaza

 � Lebanon

 � Headquarters: Syria

Popular Front for the Liberation  
of Palestine
 Founded: 1967

 U.S. Designated Foreign Terrorist Organization: Yes

Popular Front for the Liberation  
of Palestine – General Command
 Founded: 1968

 U.S. Designated Foreign Terrorist Organization: Yes

Key Leader
Ahmed Sa’dat 
Secretary-General

Key Leader
Talal Jali 
Secretary-General

https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/11/pflp-boasts-about-its-ties-to-iran.php
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-692178
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/irans-islamist-proxies
https://www.militantwire.com/p/weapons-used-by-palestinian-factions
https://www.militantwire.com/p/weapons-used-by-palestinian-factions
https://twitter.com/JoeTruzman/status/1392538962619600896?s=20
https://twitter.com/JoeTruzman/status/1392538962619600896?s=20
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/ftos/pflp_fto.html
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/ftos/pflp_fto.html
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/ftos/pflp_fto.html
https://www.actionpal.org.uk/ar/post/18903/%D8%A2%D8%AE%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1/%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%87%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%AD-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D9%84%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%AD%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/pflp-dflp-pflp-gc-palestinian-leftists
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/popular_front_for_the_liberation_of_palestine_general_command/
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/ftos/pflp_gc_fto.html
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/ftos/pflp_fto.html
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/popular_front_for_the_liberation_of_palestine_general_command/
https://www.state.gov/foreign-terrorist-organizations/
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/ahmad_saadat/
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/palestinians/2021-07-18/ty-article/syria-based-breakaway-palestinian-faction-elects-new-leader/0000017f-dfaa-d856-a37f-ffea4af80000
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FDD values diversity of opinion and the independent views of its scholars, fellows, and board members. The views of the 
author do not necessarily reflect the views of FDD, its staff, or its advisors.

Joe Truzman is a research analyst at FDD’s Long War Journal, focused primarily on 
Palestinian militant groups and Hezbollah. He also contributes to FDD’s Center on 
Military and Political Power (CMPP). Joe has assisted non-governmental organizations 
and policymakers in identifying Palestinian groups and their members. He has served on 
panels discussing Palestinian militant group activity in Gaza and has provided evidence 
to investigators at the United Nations on their activities.

Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD)
FDD is a Washington, DC-based nonpartisan research institute focusing on national security and foreign policy.  
FDD does not accept donations from any foreign governments.

FDD’s Long War Journal
FDD’s Long War Journal provides accurate reporting and analysis of ongoing efforts to address jihadism, conflicts 
between state and non-state actors, and warfare between states. This is accomplished through original reporting, 
including by embedded reporters, news aggregation, maps, podcasts, and other formats.

$

Connection to other Militias

A member of the Palestinian 
Joint Operations Room, 
receives support and 
coordinates with Lebanese 
Hezbollah and the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps

Funding

Undisclosed

Weapons

Light arms, mortars, 
anti-tank guided 
missiles, short-range 
rockets

Areas of Operation

 � Gaza

 � West Bank

Popular Resistance Committees
 Founded: 2000

 U.S. Designated Foreign Terrorist Organization: No

Key Leader
Ayman al-Shishniyeh 
Secretary-General

https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/the-first-military-exercise-was-held-under-the-command-of-the-joint-operations-room-of-all-the-terrorist-organizations-operating-in-the-gaza-strip-its-objective-was-to-send-messages-of-unity-and-impr/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/11/al-nasser-salah-al-din-brigades-praises-irgc-and-hezbollah-for-arming-group.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/11/al-nasser-salah-al-din-brigades-praises-irgc-and-hezbollah-for-arming-group.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/11/al-nasser-salah-al-din-brigades-praises-irgc-and-hezbollah-for-arming-group.php)
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/11/al-nasser-salah-al-din-brigades-praises-irgc-and-hezbollah-for-arming-group.php)
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/irans-islamist-proxies
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/Data/pdf/PDF_11_182_2.pdf
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/Data/pdf/PDF_11_182_2.pdf
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/Data/pdf/PDF_11_182_2.pdf
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/Data/pdf/PDF_11_182_2.pdf
https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/popular_resistance_committees/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2023/03/21/popular-resistance-committees-attempts-to-establish-a-foothold-in-the-west-bank/
https://alweya.ps/post/6902/15-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%AE-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3-%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%88-%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%88-%D8%B9%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://english.almayadeen.net/news/politics/palestinian-lebanese-resistance-factions-commemorate-prc-fou

